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Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-30 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1:30 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim{s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)\3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawjng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attachment(s) 

1) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) (Zl Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 


4) CD Interview Summary (PTCM13) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) ED Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: _. 


9 


U.S. Patent and Tnademar1< Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No./Mail Date 061405 


Application/Control Number: 09/854,777 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2661 

DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued exannination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office 
action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
6/2/05 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

2. Claims 1-3,8-10, 11-12, 17-20 ,21-27 ,28-30 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent No, 6,129,276 
(Jelen) in view of US patent No. 6,435,407 ( Fiordelisi) 

Regarding claim 1 Jelen discloses a Shopping cart mounted portable data 
device, comprising wirelessly linking a plurality of shopping carts ( shopping carts 18 
within retail facility) within a retail facility ( retail store in Fig. 1, col 2 line 51) through a 
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local area network ( LAN 88 in Fig. 1) based in the retail facility; and enabling the 
carts to exchange information through said network ( wireless LAN 88 uses a wireless 
link with shopping carts within retail facility, col 4 line 13 ). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , an article that wirelessly links a plurality of shopping carts 
{ shopping carts 18 within retail facility) within a retail facility ( retail store in Fig. 1, col 2 
line 51) through a wireless local area network ( LAN 88 in Fig. 1) based in the retail 
facility; and enable the carts to exchange information through said network 0( 
wireless LAN 88 provides a wireless Jink within retail facility, col 4 line 13 ) . 

Regarding claim 21, Jelen discloses a system comprising: a shopping cart 

( Shopping cart 18 in Fig. 1) ; a processor mounted on said cart ( Processor in terminal 
device 10 mounted on cart in Fig. 1) ; and a storage coupled to said processor 

( Memory 106 coupled to processor 32 in fig. 5) to wirelessly link a plurality of carts 
within a retail facility through a local area network based in the retail facility and enable 
carts to exchange information through said network ( wireless LAN 88 uses a wireless 
link with shopping carts within retail facility, col 4 line 13 ). 

Jelen did not specifically disclose said carts being enabled to communicate with 
one another , as in claims 1,11 and 21 neither specifically disclose a medium for 
storing instruction to enable the processor-based system as disclosed in claim 1 1 . 
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However Fiordelesi discloses a computerized shopping cart with storage 
comprising means for exchange of messages of any nature and form (, col 2 lines 14- 
1 5, col 5 lines 66-67, col 6 lines 1 -3) , as in claims 1,11 and 21 . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the cart disclosed by Jelen by providing to it 
the means to exchange messages as disclosed by Fiordelesi that some kind of medium 
such as a memory or storage means would have been needed to store instruction for 
the system in order to have the system be more interactive within the location 

The motivation to do so is to obtain a system wherein it is provided a readily- 
available and easy-to-use mechanism by which data exchange may be accomplished . 

Regarding claim 2, Jelen discloses wherein wirelessly linking includes 
providing wireless access to a server by a plurality of carts within a retail facility ( LAN 
88 provides wireless linking ) 

Regarding claim 3, Jelen discloses including providing a processor-based 
device on a shopping cart to retail customers that wirelessly communicates with said 
server ( Customer information terminal 10 in Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 8, Jelen discloses including providing information about 
the current location of a processor based device associated with a cart ( system 
determines whether the terminal 1 0 associated with shopping cart 1 8 has moved to a 
new location , col 9 line 56-57) . 
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Regarding claim 9, Jelen discloses including providing information about 
the cart's location to the server ( cart location within the store, col 4 line 44). 

Regarding claim 10, Jelen discloses including pushing information to the 
cart depending on the cart's current location (request is a TCP/IP packed addressed to 
the server which includes the new location and instructions to launch a program on the 
server which determines whether to transmit -push- a new HTML page to the terminal 
col 9 lines 62-65) . 

Regarding claim 12, enabling the processor-based system to be 
accessed wirelessly by a plurality of carts within a retail facility ( LAN 88 provides 
wireless linking ) . 

Regarding claim 17, enable the processor based system to push electronic files to the 
carts ( col 9 lines 62-65) , 

Regarding claim 18, enable the processor-based system to provide 
information about the current location of a processor-based device associated with a 
cart ( system determines whether the terminal 10 associated with shopping cart 18 
has moved to a new location , col 9 line 56-57) . 

Regarding claim 19, enable the processor-based system to determine the 
cart's location (cart location within the store, col 4 line 44). 

Regarding claim 7 and 20 enable the processor-based system to push 
information to a cart depending on the cart's current location(request is a TCP/IP 
packed addressed to the server which includes the new location and instructions to 
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launch a program on the server which determines whether to transmit a new HTML 
page to the terminal , col 9 lines 62-65) . 

Regarding claim 22, including a housing, said processor mounted in said 
housing ( Housing 12 in Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 23, wherein said housing is adjustably mountable on said 
cart ( Housing 12 is adjustably mounted on handle). 

Regarding claim 24, wherein said cart includes a handle ( Handle 16) and 
said housing is mounted on said handle. 

Regarding claim 26, further including a wireless transceiver( Transceiver 
1 18 in Fig. 5), as in claim 25; further including an interface to enable network 
communications ( antenna interface in Fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 27, including a position locating device coupled to said 
processor( Infrared receiver coupled to operates as a position locating device , col 9 
lines 56-60) . 

Regarding claim 28, an audio transducer coupled to said terminal device 
( audio transducer 130 in Fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 29, including a card reader coupled to said processor 
( Reader 22 in Fig. 5) . 

Regarding claim 30, including a bar code scanner coupled to said 
processor ( Barcode in Fig. 5, col 2 line 12) . 

3. Regarding claims 4 and 13, Jelen and Fiordelesi did not specifically 
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disclose including enabling customers to activate said device by swiping a card 
through a slot in said device, as in claim 4; recognize a processor based device on a 
shopping cart used by a customer in response to a credit card swipe through a slot in 
said device, as in claim 1 3. 

However Jelen discloses making use of a magnetic card to activate said device 
( col 9 line 1), as in claim 4 and 13. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention than in view of the swiping of a magnetic card as disclosed by 
Jelen, that a credit card could have been used to enable a customer to activate said 
terminal device, this with the motivation of obtaining a secure mechanism that would 
allow the exchange of information residing in a customer portable terminal device that 
may be readily communicated with a supplier or merchant. 

4. Regarding claim 5 and 14 Jelen and Fiordelesi did not specifically 
disclose including receiving audible communications from said carts , as in claim 5;said 
processor based system to receive audible communications from said carts, as in claim 
14. 

However , Jelen disclosed in the preferred embodiment data communication 
between the shopping cart 18 and the LAN 88 is accomplished through a radio 
frequency RF link { col 4 lines 19-22) processor based system to receive audible 
communications from said carts, as in claims 5 and 14. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention that due to the RF link between the LAN and the devices within 
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the facility the Jelen reference would have been able to receive audible communications 
from said carts, with the motivation of obtaining a retail system that allows users to 
communicate through audible signals within said facility and obtain a mechanism by 
which inter exchange data between a retailer and a costumer. 

5. Claim 15 s rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US patent No, 6,129,276 (Jelen ) and Fiordelesi in further view of US 
patent No. 6,386,450 (Ogasawara). 

Jelen and Fiordelesi did not specifically disclose the system broadcasting files to 
said carts , as in claim 15. 

However , Ogasawara discloses an Electronic shopping system, including the 
broadcasting of audio files to a customer portable terminal device in a retail facility ( col 
5 lines 23-25 and 33-35), as in claim 15. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide the broadcasting of audio files as disclosed by 
Ogasawara to a customer terminal device as the ones disclosed by Jelen and Fiordelesi 
with the motivation of obtaining a retail system that is able to give directions to a 
customer on items to purchase based on the customer's current location within the retail 
facility. 

6. Claims 6 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US patent No, 6,129,276 (Jelen) and Fiordelesi in 
further view of US patent No. 5,742,238 ( Fox) 
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Jelen and Fiordelesi did not specifically disclose enabling carts to communicate 
via messages with one another over said network, as in claims 6 and 16. 

However Fox discloses a system for communication between a central controller 
and items in a factory, including a terminal device ( terminal device 12 in Fig. 1) that 
communicates via text messages with one another over said network ( col 4 lines 61- 
67) , as in claims 6 and 16. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide the text message means as disclosed by Fox to the 
system disclosed by Jelen and Fiordelesi with the motivation of obtaining a retail system 
that allows users to enter and transmit messages containing short text strings from a 
device to another device within a network in the retail facility. 

Conclusion 

7. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 
(703) 872-9306 

(for formal communications intended for entry, for informal or draft communications, 
please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 220 South 20*^ Street, Crystal 
Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03, Arlington, Va 22202 (Customer Window). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ricardo Pizarro whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3077. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:30 
PM. The fax number for this Group is (703) 872-9306. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-3126. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

6/14/2005 
Ricardo Pizarro 
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